
Feckenham Wylde Moor – a summary of the management plan 
 

Brief Description 
Feckenham Wylde Moor is 11.5Ha (29 acres) in size.  The reserve is the last remnant of, a once, 
more extensive marsh, which lay in the valley of the Brandon Brook, south of Feckenham.  The land 
was drained in about 1850 and turned to agriculture.  The Trust bought the reserve in 1981.   
 
The reserve is a Site of Special Scientific Interest and lies within the Forest of Feckenham Living 
Landscape, which has been identified as a target area for the Trust to try and increase biodiversity 
through partnership working with private landowners.   
 
There is no parking permitted at the reserve. Parking is available in the village of Feckenham.  
Public rights of way lead to the reserve and across the reserve.  There is a wildlife trail on the 
reserve linked into a public right of way and a bridleway.  
 
Management Aims 
Feckenham will continue to be managed as floristically diverse open fen wetland with some open 
water features; this will involve a combination of cutting and cattle grazing; open water 
management will be carried out periodically by machinery.  The northern meadows are more 
floristically diverse and this will be maintained while the southern meadows need more 
management to create more species and structural diversity. The reed bed will be managed on a 
long cycle by cutting which will prevent the build up of a litter layer which will cause the reed bed to 
dry out. The main areas of wet woodland are the alder carr on the western boundary and the willow 
around the main pond.  Currently these are even age stands and they need to be coppiced over a 
long cycle of 10-12 years to increase structural diversity.  The alders are older and natural processes 
may be able to take care of this but intervention around the pond is definitely required; this will 
also increase the light that reaches the pond benefiting aquatic invertebrates and flora. 
Key fauna species that will be given particular emphasis include reed warblers and odonata 
(dragonflies and damselflies). 
 
Rationale 
Feckenham is one of only 3 fen wetlands within the county and is an uncommon habitat within the 
West Midlands. Fen bedstraw, marsh arrowgrass and blunt flowered rush are abundant in the 
meadows and 16 species of odonata have been recorded as regular breeders.  The reserve has one 
of the largest continuous reed-beds within the county and supports a breeding population of reed 
and sedge warbler. 
 
Summary of Management 
 
Fen Meadows: 
Northern Meadows 

 Maintain/maximise the floristic diversity of the meadows 

 Ensure that the site is grazed annually 

 Ensure that there is an annual hay cut when conditions allow 

 Monitor the key indicator species of fen (National Vegetation Classification M22/ M23) 

 Monitor the distribution and dominance of fen 
 



Southern Meadows 

 Implement cutting and removal of rush and sedge on the southern meadows to increase the 
availability of palatable grazing and thus increase diversity within the sward. 

 Graze the meadows from summer through to early spring to increase the structure of the sward. 

 Monitor the effects of management 
 

Reedbed: 

 Cut 10% of the reedbed each year. 

 Ensure that there are areas of permanent standing water within the reedbed 

 Monitor the reedbed for quality – dense growth. 

 Monitor any spread of reed into the meadows 

 Monitor the reed bed bird population 

 Record the reed bed invertebrate population 
 
Ponds and ditches: 

 Maintain and enhance existing ditches on site 

 Manage standing water features by de-silting redundant ditches on a rotational cycle (not over 
their full length in any one year as we do not wish to drain water from the site) 

 Create larger and more permanent dragonfly pools using machinery to maintain early 
succession stage habitat 

 Graze around the pond to create poached margins and control rush encroachment. 
 
Wet woodland: 

 Carry out coppicing within the woodland 

 Pollard/coppice willows that are in the woodland around the pond 

 Create standing dead wood and maintain fallen dead wood levels on site 

 Create a management cycle for the woodlands across the site 
 

  

 
 
 


